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might meet at certain times to divert ourselves with turn-
ing the great affairs of the nation to ridicule.

But, my lords, still less defensible is this practice, when
we are contriving the relief of misery, or the reformation
of vice; when calamities are preying upon thousands, and
the happiness not only of the present age, but of posterity,
must depend upon our resolutions. He that can divert
himself with the sight of misery, has surely very little
claim to the great praise of humanity and tenderness; nor
can he be justly exempted from the censure of increasing
evils, who wastes in laughter and jocularity that time in
which he might relieve them,

The bill now before us has been represented by those
that oppose it, as big with destruction, and dangerous
both to the lives and to the virtue of the people. We
have been told, that it will at once fill the land with sick-
ness and with villany, and that it will be at the same time
fatal to our trade, and to our power \ yet those who are
willing to be thought fearful of all these evils, and ardently
desirous of averting them frpm their country, cannot with-
out laughter mention the bill which they oppose, or enume-
rate the consequences which they dread from it, in any
other language than that of irony and burlesque.

Surely, my lords, such conduct gives reason for ques-
tioning either their humanity, or their sincerity; for if
they really fear such dreadful calamities, how can they be
at leisure for mirth and gaiety ? How can they sport over
the grave of millions, and indulge their vain ridicule, when
the ruin of their country is approaching?

But without inquiry, whether they who oppose the till
will grant their opposition hypocritical, or their patriotism
languid, I shall lay my opinion of this new regulation be-
fore your lordships with equal freedom, though with less
luxuriance of imagination, and less gaiety of language.

Of this bill, notwithstanding the $outenes$ with which it
has been examined, and the acrimony witli which it has
been censured, I am not afraid to affirin, that it is neither
wicked nor absurd, that all its p^ts are egnsistent, and
that the effects to be .expected from it are sobriety and